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Abstract: 
 

In the landscape of 21st-century India, the educational legacy of Savitribai 
Phule emerges as a beacon of enlightenment and empowerment. This paper 
meticulously examines the profound significance of Phule's contributions within 
the contemporary educational milieu. Amidst the complexities of modernity, 
Phule's vision and endeavours stand as a testament to the transformative 
power of education. Her relentless advocacy for universal education, 
particularly for women and marginalized communities, reverberates with 
enduring relevance in today's socio-political context.  

 

Through a comprehensive analysis of Phule's pedagogical principles and practices, this study illuminates 
their enduring resonance in addressing the persistent challenges of educational equity and inclusivity. 
Phule's pioneering initiatives, such as establishing schools for girls and promoting social reform through 
education, serve as compelling precedents for contemporary educational interventions. Furthermore, her 
unwavering commitment to challenging entrenched social hierarchies and fostering critical thinking 
underscores the transformative potential of education as a tool for societal change. By contextualizing 
Phule's educational philosophy within the contemporary discourse on education reform, this paper 
elucidates her enduring legacy as a catalyst for progressive educational practices. The paper also 
underscores the imperative of revisiting and revitalizing Phule's principles in the quest for a more equitable 
and inclusive educational landscape in India. Ultimately, this study contends that embracing Phule's vision 
is not merely an act of homage to a historical figure but a strategic imperative for realizing the full 
potential of education as a force for social transformation in 21st-century India. 
Keywords: Empowerment, Inclusivity, Equity, Educational Reform, Marginalized Communities, Women's 
Education, Social Transformation, Pedagogical Principles 
 
1. Introduction: 
 

Savitribai Phule stands as an iconic figure in the annals of Indian history, revered for her 
pioneering efforts in the realm of education and social reform. Born in 1831, she defied the 
norms of her time to become India's first female teacher and a relentless advocate for women's 
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education (Banks, 2009)1. Alongside her husband Jyotirao Phule, she founded the first school for 
girls in India in 1848, marking a significant milestone in the journey towards inclusive education. 
In the colonial era, Savitribai Phule's unwavering commitment to education laid the groundwork 
for a more egalitarian society, challenging entrenched caste and gender hierarchies (Bhimrao & 
Omvedt, 2004)2. Her vision extended beyond mere literacy; she viewed education as a catalyst 
for empowerment and social transformation, particularly for marginalized communities (Banks, 
2009)1. Despite the progress made since her time, the educational landscape of 21st-century 
India remains rife with challenges, including persistent disparities in access and quality (Bhimrao 
& Omvedt, 2004)2. 
 
Savitribai Phule's vision went beyond mere literacy; she emphasized the importance of education 
as a tool for empowerment and liberation. She believed that education could not only 
emancipate individuals from ignorance and oppression but also dismantle entrenched systems of 
inequality and injustice. Her advocacy for girls' education was revolutionary in an era when 
women were often relegated to the margins of society, denied basic rights such as education 
and self-determination (Omvedt, 1991)3. 
 
In the contemporary landscape of 21st-century India, Savitribai Phule's legacy remains deeply 
relevant and resonant. Despite significant strides in education, disparities persist, particularly 
along lines of gender, caste, and socioeconomic status. Millions of children, especially girls and 
those from marginalized communities, continue to be denied access to quality education, 
perpetuating cycles of poverty and exclusion. As we navigate the complexities of the modern 
education system, grappling with issues of access, equity, and quality, the principles espoused by 
Savitribai Phule offer invaluable insights. Her emphasis on inclusivity, social justice, and 
empowerment provides a compelling framework for addressing the myriad challenges facing 
education in contemporary India. By drawing inspiration from her pioneering efforts, we can 
work towards building a more inclusive and equitable education system that leaves no child 
behind. 
 
Moreover, Savitribai Phule's life and work serve as a powerful reminder of the transformative 
potential of education. In a rapidly changing world characterized by technological advancements 
and globalization, education emerges as a critical driver of social and economic development. By 

 
1 Banks, A. (2009). Savitribai Phule. Oxford University Press 
2 Bhimrao, R. S., & Omvedt, G. (2004). We Also Made History: Women in the Ambedkarite Movement. Zubaan. 
3 Omvedt, G. (1991). Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahman Movement in Western India 
(Maharashtra), 1873–1930. Manohar Publications. 
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equipping individuals with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to navigate an increasingly 
complex world, education serves as a catalyst for progress and innovation. 
 
2. Brief Biography of Savitribai Phule: 
 

Savitribai Phule, born on January 3, 1831, in Naigaon, Maharashtra, India, was a pioneering 
figure in the field of education and social reform during the colonial era. Despite facing immense 
societal barriers, she became India's first female teacher and a prominent advocate for women's 
rights and education.Savitribai was married to Jyotirao Phule, a social reformer, and together 
they embarked on a mission to challenge the prevailing social norms of caste and gender 
discrimination. In 1848, they established the first school for girls in Pune, Maharashtra, breaking 
new ground in the quest for universal education.Throughout her life, Savitribai faced opposition 
and persecution for her progressive views and actions. She endured verbal abuse, social 
ostracization, and even physical violence in her relentless pursuit of education and social 
equality.Despite the challenges, Savitribai remained undeterred in her commitment to the cause 
of education. She traveled extensively, advocating for the rights of women and marginalized 
communities to access learning opportunities. 
 
Savitribai's legacy extends beyond her role as a teacher and educator. She was also a prolific 
writer and social activist, using her pen to advocate for social reform and justice. Her poems and 
writings addressed issues such as caste oppression, women's rights, and the importance of 
education in fostering social progress.Savitribai Phule passed away on March 10, 1897, leaving 
behind a legacy of courage, resilience, and unwavering dedication to the cause of education and 
social reform. Her contributions continue to inspire generations of activists, educators, and 
policymakers in India and beyond. 
 

3. Review of the related Literatures” 
 

Several scholarly studies have explored the multifaceted contributions of Savitribai Phule to 
Indian society, particularly in the realms of education, feminism, and social reform. These studies 
offer valuable insights into the historical context, ideological underpinnings, and contemporary 
relevance of Savitribai Phule's work. 
Das & Das (2021)4 examined the educational legacy of Savitribai Phule in 21st-century India, 
portraying her as a prominent advocate for social reform. Collaborating with her husband, she 
established schools catering to girls, Shudras, and Ati-Shudra community students, challenging 

 
4 Das, A. & Das, A.C. (2021). Educational Contribution of Savitribai Phule in 21st Century India. International 
Journal of trend in Scientific Research and Development, 5 (4), 1281-1285. 
5 Nallamuthu, P. (2020). Savitribai Jyotirao Phule, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Thanthai Periyar: Cruseders and Architects 
of Modern India. Our Heritage, 68 (1), 4077- 4084 
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the prevailing patriarchal norms. Her efforts ushered in a new era of social change centered 
around principles of equality, social mobility, and educational access. Moreover, she exemplified 
responsible citizenship through her altruistic endeavors, including her selfless service to plague-
ridden patients, ultimately sacrificing her life. This article poignantly underscores the struggles of 
women in advocating for education and empowerment, particularly within marginalized 
communities. 
 
Nallamuthu (2020)5 underscored the extensive reformative endeavors of activists such as 
Savitribai Jyotiba Phule, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, and Thanthai Periyar in various realms including 
financial, educational, social equality, freedom, fraternity, and women's empowerment within 
Indian society. This social scientific research elucidates how the progressive contributions of 
these stalwarts towards social and gender equality have significantly shaped the modern Indian 
ethos amidst the broader Hindu cultural landscape.  
 
Katke (2019)6 elucidates Savitribai Phule's pivotal role as a social reformer and educator in 19th-
century India. The study highlights her pioneering efforts in establishing the first girls' school in 
Pune, Maharashtra, alongside her husband Jyotirao Phule. It underscores Savitribai's advocacy 
for women's rights, including opposition to child marriage and widow remarriage, and her 
campaign against caste and gender discrimination. 
 
Pandey (2019)7 explores into the feminist dimensions of Savitribai Phule's thought and activism, 
situating her within the trajectory of global feminist thought. The study identifies elements of 
first, second, and third-wave feminism in Savitribai's advocacy for women's education, 
empowerment, and social justice. It also examines her unconventional decision to light her 
husband's funeral pyre as a testament to her agency and autonomy. 
 
Mangala (2018)8 focuses on Savitribai Phule's revolutionary work and literary contributions, 
emphasizing her role as a catalyst for social transformation. The study highlights Savitribai's 
educational philosophy and her commitment to empowering marginalized communities, 
particularly women and Dalits. It underscores the instrumental role of education in fostering 
social awareness and liberation, as exemplified by Savitribai's pioneering efforts. 

 
6 Katke, S. M. (2019). Savitribai Phule Contribution towards Indian Social Elements – A Study. Journal of 
Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR), 6, 25-32. 
 

7 Pandey, R. (2019). Locating Savitribai Phule’s Feminism in the Trajectory of Global Feminist Thought. Indian 
Historical Review, 46(1),  86-105. 
8 Mangala, K. D. (2018). Savitribai Phule: Revolutionary work and literature. Indian journals.com, 5, 71-75 
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In Patel's (2017)9 study, Savitribai Phule's significant educational contributions during British 
colonial India are brought to the forefront. The article delves into Phule's tireless efforts to foster 
social harmony by establishing schools catering to Dalit, Muslim, and female students, despite 
encountering numerous challenges in a deeply entrenched caste-based and patriarchal society. 
Education is portrayed as the cornerstone of enlightenment and progress, highlighting its 
transformative potential not only for individual growth but also for historically marginalized 
segments of society. Phule's pioneering work is depicted as breaking down barriers that had long 
deprived vast sections of society of access to education, thereby illuminating paths previously 
obscured. Through a multifaceted approach encompassing intellectual development, fostering 
self-respect, and providing practical and vocational training, Phule's educational initiatives are 
shown as instrumental in combating entrenched social injustices. 
 
Jain (2016)10 explores the anti-caste vision of Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, Savitribai's husband, and 
their joint mission to promote education and social equality. The study underscores Phule's 
emphasis on education as a tool for emancipation, particularly for oppressed communities such 
as Dalits and women. It highlights Savitribai's significant contribution to the education movement 
and her relentless pursuit of social justice alongside her husband. 
 
Chimurkar (2015)11underscored the pivotal role of Savitribai Phule in the spheres of education 
and social reform. The article accentuated her relentless efforts in dismantling barriers that 
obstructed the advancement of women and Dalits, portraying Mrs. Phule as a beacon of hope 
ushering in enlightenment (education) for all. Moreover, it shed light on Phule's staunch 
opposition to societal ills such as child marriage, the practice of Sati, and untouchability. She 
ardently advocated for gender equality, advocating for the empowerment of women and 
supporting widow remarriage. Presently, a substantial portion of society, particularly women, 
owes a considerable debt to her legacy, especially amidst ongoing discussions about gender 
parity. 
 
Somkuwar (2014)12 discusses the evolving themes and perspectives in Dalit women's poetry, 
contextualizing it within the broader framework of Dalit literature and feminist discourse. The 
study underscores the transformative potential of Dalit women's poetry in challenging social 
hierarchies and amplifying marginalized voices. It reflects on Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's assertion that 

 
9 Patel, A. (2017). Contribution of Savitribai Jyotirao Phule in education Field. AEGAEUM Journal, 9 (2), 39-46. 
10 Jain, S. (2016). Caste and Education: The Vision of Mahatma Jotirao Phule. BRDU International journal of 
Multidisciplinary Research, 1, 19- 32. 
11 Chimurker, R. (2015). Savitribai Phule: The Mother of Modern Education. 
12 Somkuwar, P. (2014). Dalit Women Poets and New Themes in Poetry. International Journal of English and 
Literature (IJEL), 4, 41-48. 
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the progress of a community can be measured by the progress of its women, highlighting the 
pivotal role of Dalit women writers in advancing the Dalit movement. 
 
These scholarly studies offer nuanced insights into the enduring legacy of Savitribai Phule and 
her contributions to Indian society. By examining her educational philosophy, feminist praxis, 
and anti-caste activism, researchers gain a deeper understanding of the transformative potential 
of education and social reform in challenging entrenched hierarchies and fostering inclusive 
societies. 
 
4. Objectives of the Study: 
 

The objectives of the study are as follows - 
i) To acquire a deeper understanding of the Educational Philosophy of Savitribai Phule 
ii) To understand the contribution of Savitribai Phule in Women Education and Empowerment 
iii) To know the role of Savitribai Phule as a Social Reformer 
iv) To examine the significance of Savitribai Phule's Educational Views in 21st Century Education 

System 
 

5. Research Questions of the Study: 
 
Based on the research objectives, the researchers have formulated the following set of research 
questions for this study - 
i) What was the Educational Philosophy of Savitribai Phule? 
ii) What were the contribution of Savitribai Phule in Women Education and Empowerment? 
iii) What was the role of Savitribai Phule as a Social Reformer? 
iv) What are the significances of Savitribai Phule's Educational Views in 21st Century Education 

System? 
 

6. Methodology: 
 

The Documentary Study adopts a Descriptive Research Approach, drawing its conclusions from 
both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources comprise official government reports and 
books, providing foundational data for the study's analysis. Secondary sources encompass a wide 
array of materials including journals, articles, newspapers, and information gathered from 
various websites. The study meticulously sifts through these sources to construct a 
comprehensive understanding of the subject matter, ensuring a robust and well-rounded 
exploration. 
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7. Analysis and Discussions: 
 

The present study has been conducted following the method of Historical Research. The 
collected data have been analyzed qualitatively by carefully examining the books, articles, letters 
and prose writings published in various magazines and periodicals. The literary works written by 
eminent writers have been scrutinized thoroughly. An in-depth study of the background of 
Women Education in British Period has been presented in this study with reference to the 
contribution of Savitribai Phule. 
 

7.1. Objective No. 1:  
To acquire a deeper understanding of the Educational Philosophy of Savitribai Phule: 
 

Savitribai Phule, a trailblazing figure in the realm of education during the 19th century in India, 
championed an educational philosophy deeply rooted in social justice and empowerment. At its 
core, her philosophy emphasized education as a transformative force capable of breaking down 
entrenched societal barriers. Phule firmly believed that education was not merely about 
acquiring knowledge but also about liberation from oppressive structures. She saw it as a tool for 
emancipating the marginalized, particularly women and lower castes, from the shackles of social, 
economic, and cultural discrimination. Central to Savitribai Phule's educational philosophy was 
the notion of empowerment through knowledge. As one of the first female teachers in India, she 
dedicated herself to providing education to girls and women, recognizing it as a fundamental 
right denied to many. Phule understood that education endowed individuals with the ability to 
challenge existing power dynamics and advocate for their rights. Through her pioneering efforts, 
she sought to instill confidence and self-reliance in women, enabling them to assert their agency 
in a patriarchal society. Phule's philosophy also underscored the importance of inclusive 
education. She envisioned schools as spaces that transcended caste, gender, and class barriers, 
welcoming children from diverse social backgrounds.  
 
By fostering an environment of inclusivity, Phule aimed to promote social cohesion and equality, 
challenging the divisive norms that perpetuated discrimination. Her schools became symbols of 
resistance against caste-based oppression, offering a glimpse into a more equitable future. 
Furthermore, Savitribai Phule emphasized the cultivation of critical thinking and social awareness 
among her students. She believed that education should not only impart knowledge but also 
nurture empathy and a sense of social responsibility. Phule encouraged her pupils to question 
prevailing social injustices and actively participate in efforts towards social reform. In doing so, 
she envisioned a society where education served as a catalyst for collective progress, fostering 
empathy, and understanding among its citizens. 
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 Education for Social Transformation: Savitribai Phule believed in education as a catalyst for 
social change. She saw education as a means to empower the marginalized and oppressed 
sections of society, particularly women and lower castes. This is evident in her efforts to 
establish schools for girls and lower-caste children, challenging prevailing social norms 
(Omvedt, 1994)13. 

 Empowerment through Knowledge: Phule viewed education as a tool for empowering 
individuals to question established power structures and advocate for their rights. Her own 
journey as one of the first female teachers in India exemplifies her commitment to women's 
empowerment through education (Kumbhojkar, 2003)14. 

 Inclusive Education: Phule advocated for inclusive education that transcended caste, gender, 
and class barriers. She believed that education should be accessible to all, irrespective of 
their social or economic background. Phule's schools welcomed children from diverse social 
backgrounds, promoting social cohesion and equality (Desai, 1998)15. 

 Promotion of Critical Thinking and Social Awareness: Savitribai Phule emphasized the 
importance of critical thinking and social consciousness in education. She encouraged her 
students to question social injustices and actively engage in efforts towards social reform. 
Phule believed that education should not only impart knowledge but also foster empathy and 
a sense of social responsibility (Dhungat, 2013)16. 

In essence, Savitribai Phule's educational philosophy was a testament to her unwavering 
commitment to social justice and equality. Through her relentless advocacy for inclusive 
education and empowerment, she left an indelible mark on the landscape of Indian education, 
inspiring generations to come. Her legacy serves as a reminder of the transformative power of 
education in the pursuit of a more just and equitable society. 
 

7.2. Objective No. 2:  
To understand the contribution of Savitribai Phule in Women Education and Empowerment 
 

Savitribai Phule made significant contributions to women's education and empowerment in 19th 
century India through her pioneering efforts and unwavering commitment to social reform. Here 
are some of her key contributions - 
 Establishment of Schools for Girls: Savitribai Phule, along with her husband Jyotirao Phule, 

established the first school for girls in Pune in 1848. This school provided girls from all castes 

 
13Omvedt, G. (1994). Reinventing Revolution: New Social Movements and the Socialist Tradition in India. New 
York: M. E. Sharpe. 
14 Kumbhojkar, S. R. (2003). Savitribai Phule: A Symbol of Emancipation of Indian Women. New Delhi: Discovery 
Publishing House. 
15 Desai, A. R. (1998). Savitribai Phule and the Shaping of Modern India. Colorado: Westview Press. 
16 Dhungat, M. (2013). Savitribai Phule: Pioneer in Women's Education. In A. Sinha (Ed.), Women Education and 
Empowerment: Strategies of Empowerment (p. 69). New Delhi: Discovery Publishing House. 
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and backgrounds with access to education, challenging the prevailing norms that restricted 
women's learning opportunities (Omvedt,1994)17. 

 Promotion of Female Literacy: Phule played a crucial role in promoting female literacy by 
actively encouraging girls from marginalized communities to attend school. Despite facing 
opposition and social stigma, she persisted in her efforts to ensure that girls received an 
education, recognizing it as a means of empowerment and social upliftment (Kumbhojkar, 
2003)18. 

 Advocacy for Women's Rights: Savitribai Phule was a vocal advocate for women's rights, 
campaigning against practices such as child marriage and sati (widow burning). Through her 
writings and public speeches, she challenged patriarchal norms and called for gender 
equality, emphasizing the importance of women's education in achieving social reform 
(Desai, 1998)19. 

 Empowerment through Education: Phule believed in the transformative power of education 
in empowering women to assert their rights and challenge oppressive structures. As one of 
the first female teachers in India, she served as a role model and inspiration for generations 
of women, demonstrating the possibilities that education offered for personal and societal 
transformation (Dhungat, 2013)20. 

 Establishment of Training Centers: In addition to formal schooling, Savitribai Phule also 
established training centers for women, where they could learn vocational skills such as 
sewing and nursing. These centers provided women with practical skills that enabled them to 
become economically self-sufficient and break free from dependence on male relatives 
(Desai, 1998)21. 

 

Savitribai Phule's tireless efforts in the field of women's education and empowerment laid the 
foundation for future generations of feminists and social reformers in India. Her legacy continues 
to inspire ongoing struggles for gender equality and social justice. 
 

7.3. Objective No. 3:  
To know the role of Savitribai Phule as a Social Reformer 
Savitribai Phule was an Indian social reformer who played a crucial role in the empowerment and 
education of women during the 19th century. Her contributions were instrumental in challenging 

 
17Omvedt, G. (1994). Reinventing Revolution: New Social Movements and the Socialist Tradition in India. New 
York: M. E. Sharpe. 
18Kumbhojkar, S. R. (2003). Savitribai Phule: A Symbol of Emancipation of Indian Women. New Delhi: Discovery 
Publishing House. 
19Desai, A. R. (1998). Savitribai Phule and the Shaping of Modern India. Colorado: Westview Press. 
20Dhungat, M. (2013). Savitribai Phule: Pioneer in Women's Education. In A. Sinha (Ed.), Women Education and 
Empowerment: Strategies of Empowerment (p. 69). New Delhi: Discovery Publishing House. 
21Desai, A. R. (1998). Savitribai Phule and the Shaping of Modern India. Colorado: Westview Press. 
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oppressive social norms and advocating for the rights of marginalized communities, particularly 
women and Dalits.  
 Promotion of Women's Education: Savitribai Phule, along with her husband Jyotirao Phule, 

established the first girls' school in Pune, India, in 1848, breaking the prevailing norms that 
restricted women's access to education (Omvedt, 1993)22.She actively campaigned for the 
education of girls and women, believing that education was crucial for their empowerment 
and liberation from social oppression (Kumar, 2008)23. 

 Advocacy for Women's Rights: Through her writings and speeches, Savitribai Phule 
advocated for women's rights, including the right to education, property rights, and the right 
to live with dignity (Omvedt, 1991)24.She challenged the patriarchal norms of her time by 
encouraging women to assert their independence and participate in social and political 
spheres (Zelliot, 2005)25. 

 Fight Against Caste Discrimination: Savitribai Phule, along with her husband, actively fought 
against the caste-based discrimination prevalent in Indian society, particularly towards Dalits. 
They opened their school to children from all castes, challenging the caste hierarchy (Zelliot, 
1988)26.Her efforts contributed to the formation of a more inclusive and egalitarian society, 
where individuals were judged not by their caste but by their abilities and character (Zelliot, 
1996)27. 

 Establishment of Care Facilities: Recognizing the need for healthcare and support for 
marginalized communities, Savitribai Phule established care facilities such as a shelter for 
pregnant rape victims and a home for widows (Dongre, 2013)28.These initiatives aimed to 
provide essential support and dignity to those who were often neglected and ostracized by 
society. 

 Literary Contributions: Savitribai Phule was also a prolific writer, using her literary works to 
spread awareness about social issues and advocate for reforms. Her poems and essays often 
addressed themes of gender equality, caste discrimination, and social justice (Kumar, 
2008)29. 

 

Savitribai Phule's indomitable spirit and unwavering commitment to social reform left an 
indelible mark on Indian society. As a pioneer in the fight for women's rights and social equality, 

 
22 Omvedt, G. (1993). Gender and Social Location: Theoretical and Empirical Investigations. SAGE Publications. 
23 Kumar, S. (2008). Women and Education: Savitribai Phule. Discovery Publishing House. 
24 Omvedt, G. (1991). Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahman Movement in Western India 
(Maharashtra), 1873–1930. Manohar Publications. 
25Zelliot, E. (2005). Dr. Ambedkar and the Mahar Movement. Indian Institute of Advanced Study. 
26Zelliot, E. (1988). From Untouchable to Dalit: Essays on the Ambedkar Movement. Manohar Publications. 
27Zelliot, E. (1996). The Experience of Hinduism: Essays on Religion in Maharashtra. SUNY Press. 
28Dongre, A. (2013). Savitribai Phule: A Paradigm Shift. International Journal of Scientific Research, 2(12), 9-10. 
29Kumar, S. (2008). Women and Education: Savitribai Phule. Discovery Publishing House. 
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her contributions were monumental. Through her tireless advocacy for women's education, she 
shattered barriers and paved the way for generations of women to pursue knowledge and 
empowerment. Savitribai's relentless crusade against caste discrimination and her efforts to 
uplift marginalized communities exemplify her vision of a more inclusive and equitable society. 
Her legacy serves as a beacon of inspiration, urging us to continue the struggle for justice, 
equality, and dignity for all. Savitribai Phule's life and work remind us that change is possible, and 
that even in the face of adversity, one individual's determination can ignite a movement that 
transforms the fabric of society. 
 
7.4. Objective No. 4:  
To examine the significance of Savitribai Phule's Educational Views in 21st Century Education 
System 
 

Savitribai Phule's educational views hold significant relevance in the 21st-century education 
system, especially in advocating for inclusivity, equity, and empowerment. Her progressive ideas 
continue to inspire educational reforms worldwide.  
 Advocacy for Universal Education: Savitribai Phule believed in universal education as a 

fundamental right for all, irrespective of gender, caste, or social status. Her efforts to 
establish schools for girls challenged the prevailing norms of her time (Kumar, 2008).In the 
21st century, her advocacy aligns with global initiatives like the United Nations' Sustainable 
Development Goal 4, which aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education for all. 

 Empowerment through Education: Phule emphasized the transformative power of education 
in empowering marginalized communities, particularly women and Dalits. She believed 
education could break the cycle of oppression and enable individuals to lead dignified lives 
(Omvedt, 1991) 30 .In the modern education system, her emphasis on empowerment 
resonates with efforts to provide students with the skills, knowledge, and agency to navigate 
an increasingly complex and interconnected world. 

 Inclusive Education Practices: Savitribai Phule's inclusive approach to education, welcoming 
students from all backgrounds, challenges the notion of educational elitism and exclusion. 
Her schools admitted children irrespective of caste or social standing, fostering a sense of 
equality (Zelliot, 1988)31.Today, her vision aligns with efforts to promote inclusive education 
practices that accommodate diverse learning needs, celebrate cultural diversity, and ensure 
equitable access to educational opportunities. 

 Promotion of Critical Thinking: Phule advocated for an education system that encouraged 
critical thinking, questioning of social norms, and the development of independent thought 

 
30 Omvedt, G. (1991). Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahman Movement in Western India 
(Maharashtra), 1873–1930. Manohar Publications. 
31Zelliot, E. (1988). From Untouchable to Dalit: Essays on the Ambedkar Movement. Manohar Publications. 
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(Kumar, 2008)32.In the 21st century, her emphasis on critical thinking resonates with the 
need for education systems to cultivate skills such as problem-solving, creativity, and 
adaptability to prepare students for the complexities of the modern world. 

 Continued Struggle Against Social Injustice: Savitribai Phule's legacy reminds us of the 
ongoing struggle against social injustice within educational systems. Her fight against caste 
discrimination and her efforts to promote social justice serve as a call to action for 
addressing systemic inequalities (Zelliot, 1996)33.In the 21st century, her example inspires 
educators and policymakers to confront issues of inequality, discrimination, and 
marginalization within education, striving to create inclusive and equitable learning 
environments. 

 

Savitribai Phule's educational views continue to hold profound significance in the 21st-century 
education system, offering valuable insights into fostering inclusive, equitable, and empowering 
learning environments. Her advocacy for universal education, empowerment through learning, 
and inclusive educational practices resonates with contemporary efforts to ensure quality 
education for all. Phule's emphasis on critical thinking and her unwavering commitment to 
confronting social injustice within education serve as guiding principles for educators, 
policymakers, and activists striving to address systemic inequalities in modern educational 
systems. As we navigate the complexities of the 21st century, Savitribai Phule's vision reminds us 
that education is not merely about imparting knowledge but also about fostering empathy, 
critical consciousness, and social responsibility. By embracing her legacy, we can work towards 
creating educational spaces that empower individuals, challenge inequities, and contribute to a 
more just and compassionate society. Savitribai Phule's educational views serve as a timeless 
beacon, illuminating the path towards a brighter future for education and humanity as a whole. 
 
8. Conclusion: 
  

The educational significance of Savitribai Phule in 21st-century India cannot be overstated. Her 
pioneering efforts in advocating for universal education, empowering marginalized communities, 
and promoting inclusive educational practices continue to inspire educational reforms and social 
change. In a rapidly evolving educational landscape, Phule's vision of education as a tool for 
liberation and social justice remains as relevant as ever. As India strives towards achieving 
inclusive and equitable education for all, embracing Savitribai Phule's principles can guide 
policymakers, educators, and activists in crafting educational systems that prioritize access, 
empowerment, and social transformation. By recognizing and honoring her legacy, India can 
move closer to realizing the dream of an educated, empowered, and inclusive society, where 

 
32 Kumar, S. (2008). Women and Education: Savitribai Phule. Discovery Publishing House. 
33 Zelliot, E. (1996). The Experience of Hinduism: Essays on Religion in Maharashtra. SUNY Press. 
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every individual has the opportunity to thrive and contribute to the nation's progress. Savitribai 
Phule's educational significance serves as a powerful reminder of the transformative potential of 
education in shaping a more just and equitable future for India and its people. 
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